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Today, global digitalization is drastically transforming all spheres of human activity,
including the field of education. Language learning, in particular, is undergoing significant
changes under the influence of new technologies, leading to the emergence of innovativs
approaches and new tendencies in the acquisition of foreign languages [1]. One of the maie
tendencies is the wide implementation of online platforms and applications designed specifically
for language learning. Tools such as Duolingo, Memrise, and Babbel offer interactive lessons that
adapt to the learner’s level, making the process more personalized and efficient [2]. Additionally
artificial intelligence is increasingly being integrated into educational platforms, offering
personalized feedback, error correction, and adaptive learning paths [3].

Gamification is another important innovation. By incorporating game elements into the learning
process—such as points, levels, and rewards—Ilanguage learning becomes more engaging and
motivating for students of all ages [4]. This method has proven particularly effective among
younger learners, who are accustomed to digital environments. c

Moreover, virtual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) technologies providé
immersive language learning experiences. VR-based simulations allow learners to practice reale
life communication in virtual settings, enhancing both vocabulary acquisition and speaking skillg
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Social media platforms also serve as powerful tools for language practice. Platforms like
Instagram, TikTok, and Facebook offer authentic exposure to the target language and culture,
facilitating informal learning outside the traditional classroom environment [6].

In terms of pedagogy, the shift towards blended learning—combining traditional face-to-
face instruction with online learning—is another major trend. This hybrid model offers flexibility
and increases access to diverse resources and teaching styles, accommodating different learning
preferences [7].

It is important to note that the global spread of English as a lingua franca has also
influenced language learning priorities. In many countries, the focus has shifted towards
developing communicative competence rather than achieving native-like proficiency [8].

The integration of artificial intelligence (Al) into English language learning has introduced
numerous benefits while also presenting some challenges.

Advantages:

. Personalized Learning Paths:

Al systems can analyze a learner's strengths and weaknesses, offering customized exercises and
feedback to enhance individual progress [1].

. Immediate Feedback:

Al-powered applications provide real-time corrections and suggestions, enabling learners to
promptly recognize and fix their mistakes [3].

. 24/7 Availability:

Unlike traditional classroom settings, Al tools are accessible at any time, offering continuous
learning opportunities.



. Language Practice with Chatbots:

Conversational Al bots simulate real-life dialogues, helping learners improve their speaking and
writing skills in a low-pressure environment [3].

. Cost Efficiency:

Many Al-based language platforms offer affordable or even free access compared to private
tutoring or formal education.

. Al applications often fail to convey the deeper cultural and contextual meanings behind
language use, which are crucial for mastering English as a global language.

Despite the many advantages brought by digitalization and innovative approaches in
language learning, several disadvantages must be acknowledged. The increasing reliance on
online and Al-powered learning tools reduces opportunities for face-to-face communication,
which is crucial for developing authentic conversational skills. Moreover, the quality and
credibility of digital educational resources can vary significantly, with some platforms providing
inaccurate information or poorly structured materials. Overdependence on technology may also
weaken learners’ cognitive skills such as memory retention and critical thinking, which are
essential for mastering a foreign language. Accessibility remains another critical issue, as not all
students have equal access to the necessary devices and stable internet connections, particularly
in low-income regions.

Furthermore, digital learning environments demand a high level of self-discipline and
motivation, which not every learner can maintain without direct teacher support. Finally, while
technology offers linguistic training, it often fails to adequately convey the cultural context and
social nuances that are vital for true language proficiency.

While Al technologies greatly facilitate English language learning by offering
personalized, efficient, and flexible solutions, their optimal use requires critical engagement and
human supervision to ensure a comprehensive and culturally sensitive education.

In conclusion, the era of global digitalization has introduced numerous tendencies and
innovative approaches in language learning. Online tools, gamification, virtual reality, and
blended learning models are reshaping traditional educational methods, making language
acquisition more accessible, efficient, and engaging for learners around the world.
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